International Journal of Advanced Research in Humanities and Social Sciences

Numberl, Vol.1 April-June 2025
ISSN: 3107-7579

International Journal of Advanced
Research in Humanities and Social Sciences

An International open-access peer-reviewed Quarterly journal

Journal homepage: www.ljarhss.in

Social Impact of Migration in India: A Review

Anil Kumar

Research Scholar, Department of
Political Science, Kurukshetra University,
Kurukshetra (Haryana)

Keywords ABSTRACT

Migration, Urbanization, Migration has become a worldwide phenomenon, marked by the

Social Welfare. movement of people within regions, across states, and beyond national

Employment boundaries. It plays a crucial role in shaping human progress and societal
development. Migration involves individuals or groups relocating from
their original place of residence to a new one—either permanently or
temporarily—often leading to shifts in social and cultural ties. In recent
decades, rural-urban migration has significantly altered global population
dynamics, particularly in India, where migration rates are among the
highest globally.
This movement from rural to urban areas in India is a complex and
evolving process, driven by various socioeconomic factors. This article
explores the key aspects of rural-urban migration, focusing on its
underlying causes, socioeconomic consequences, and the coping
strategies adopted by migrants. A major driving force is the economic
disparity between rural and urban areas. drawing people toward cities in
search of higher wages and better job prospects. Additionally, limited
access to quality education, inadequate infrastructure, and the promise of
an improved standard of living further encourage this shift.
The socioeconomic effects of rural-urban migration are profound and
wide-ranging. Despite moving to cities, many migrants end up in low-
paying, informal-sector jobs with little job security, perpetuating income
inequality,

Introduction

Migration 1s a multifaceted phenomenon that can be classified based on direction and duration. It
encompasses various movements, including rural-to-rural, rural-to-urban, urban-to-urban, and urban-to-rural,
occurring at inter-district, intra-district, inter-state, or intra-state levels. While rural migrants are often
perceived as a small fraction of urban population growth in developing nations, they play a crucial role in
urban economies and poverty reduction strategies. Urbanization is expected to accelerate in countries like
India and China, leading to increased migration. Moreover, the actual number of migrants far exceeds what
urbanization and net migration statistics suggest.

In many developing countries. migration follows a circular pattern. particularly in rural-to-urban
movements. Migrants often do not settle permanently in cities but maintain strong ties with their rural
origins, frequently returning and sending remittances. This trend highlights migration as a pressing issue for
both developing and industrialized nations. Historically, human movement has been constant, but recent
global changes—such as rapid urbanization and industrialization—have amplified migration flows.
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For many individuals, migrating from rural to urban areas offers opportunities for better employment,
improved living standards, and access to education. However, most migrant workers come from landless,
impoverished, and marginalized communities, often struggling to secure stable jobs in their hometowns.
Consequently, many relocate to cities for daily wage labor, contractual work, or self-employment. Migration
1s a key driver of economic development, with labor migrants being the fastest-growing migrant group
globally (UNFPA, 2004).

While historical migration was often driven by conflict or political oppression, contemporary migration is
influenced by push and pull factors, including:

Economic disparities

Poverty and unemployment

Lack of education and infrastructure
Migratory networks and information access
Household socioeconomic conditions

Women in Migration

Women play a pivotal role in India’s socioeconomic development, with increasing workforce participation
due to rising education, financial pressures, and changing gender dynamics. While male migration remains
dominant, female migration—often linked to marriage or family relocation—has gained recognition as more
women now migrate independently for employment.

Objectives of the Study

Analyze trends, patterns, and disparities in female migration.

Understand the dynamics of women’s migration.

Examine migrants' occupational and residential conditions at their destinations.
Investigate reasons for return migration and future intentions.

Study remittance patterns and their economic impact on families.

Assess migrant women’s autonomy and changes in family social status.

ol e R

Methodology
This study relies on secondary data, including academic journals, reports, and library resources, to analyze
migration trends.

Literature Review

Several studies highlight key aspects of rural-urban migration:

e  Ankrah Kwaku Twumasi (1995) explores how migration alters migrants' social behaviors in Ghana.

e Afsar Rita (2003) finds that rural-urban migrants in Bangladesh face job instability but contribute to
rural development via remittances.
Kennan & Walker (2003 ) link migration decisions to expected income disparities.
Dubey et al. (2004) challenge the Lewis Model, showing migration in India is influenced by education
and social structure.

e Sultana Zelina (2010) examines seasonal migration in Bangladesh due to famine-like conditions
("monga").
Hazra Anupam (2012) identifies regional development gaps as a key driver of migration.
Imran et al. (2013) highlight how poor rural infrastructure pushes migration, straining urban resources.

Conceptual Framework

Migration decisions are shaped by individual, family, and destination factors. Outcomes depend on
employment conditions, remittances, and social mobility. Return migration is influenced by job stability,
living conditions, and economic gains.

Impacts of Rural-Urban Migration
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Rural Areas

Advantages:

Reduced population pressure
Increased land and resource availability
Remittance inflows

Disadvantages:

Loss of working-age youth

Family separation

Aging population and higher mortality
Urban Areas

Advantages:

Larger labor force
Cultural and skill diversification

Disadvantages:

Housing shortages
Social tensions
Overburdened public services

Migrant Coping Strategies

Informal Settlements: Many migrants live in slums due to affordability, despite poor living conditions.
Skill Development: Some invest in education or vocational training for better jobs.

Government Programs: Accessing welfare schemes for housing, healthcare, and education.

Informal Economy: Engaging in small businesses or street vending for income flexibility.

Conclusion

Migration has reshaped rural economies, shifting livelihoods beyond agriculture. While urban opportunities
attract migrants, challenges like income inequality and housing shortages persist. Addressing these issues
requires integrated policies focusing on rural development, urban infrastructure, and migrant welfare to
ensure equitable growth. By fostering inclusive urbanization, migration can become a catalyst for national
progress.
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